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anyone, anywhers, anytime’

Touch-e-Talk

WELCOMETO THE JULY EDITION!

Following up on last
month this edition
contains more sto-
ries on our All Na-

tions  representa-
tives.
We've also in-

cluded the second
installment of the
‘Volunteer of the
Month’ and would
like to thank all of
those who have
sent entries in, as
well as those who
continually devote
their time and en-

ergyto our sport.

With the Special
General  Meeting
and the farewell

function for Bill and
Gwynne Ker being
held on June 25,
it's certainly an ac-
tion packed edition.

The photo gallery
on page 2 for Bill
and Gwynne is defi-
nitely worth looking
at and remember-

ing.

Media coverage for All Nations...

The 2005 All Na-
tions tournament
is fast grabbing
media attention,
with the list of arti-
cles rapidly grow-
ing...

Already there
have been several

newspaper articles
written about our

senior representa-

tives, including
Maree  Curran,
Renee  Sealey,

Mary Anne and
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Lawrence Fisher,
Suzy Barrett,
David Collins and
several represen-
tatives from
Wagga, the ACT
and also Manly.

A number of Open
squad members
have also had sto-
ries written about

them including
Rachael Holden,
Andrew  Baggio,

Matt Curran, Peta
and Haley Roger-
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Lisq

There are also an-
other two feature
articles on senior
reps for the All Na-
tions tour, coming
up in just 3 months
time!

Once again, we
hope the July edi-
tion is an improve-
ment and keep the
suggestions and
ideas flowing.

Enjoy the read!

Rachel

son, Bo Delacruz,
Chris and Ash
Farrow and Phil

Gyemore.

This is a great op-
portunity to keep
promoting  our
players and the
sport, feel free to
contact

meda@austouch.com.au

if you would like
some assistance
with gaining cover-
age.
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> Farewell totwo great
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> The ATA Special General
Meeting
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A farewell to two much loved friends...

Bill and Gwynne Ker have dedicated a large majority of their lives to Touch and the people of the
sport. It is with sadness but also excitement for them that we bid them farewell.

We will miss their passion and enthusiasm, as well as genuine love for the sport and the people.
Our best wishes go with them as they head into the exciting time of retirement.

On June 25, following the Special General Meeting, a representative group gathered together to
farewell Bill and Gwynne, including representatives from all around Australia, family, friends and
workmates. A great night was had by all involved!

ATA CEO BiIll a the Bill filling infor an injury Bill all dressed up during Gwy nne leading the 2004

AusTouch launchin ravaged ACT Mens 45’'s his time with Queensland Masters tour to South
September 2004. at the 2005 NTL. Go Touch Association. Africa and the Jersey
Sonny Bill Ked Isles.

Gwy nne (left) on tour with an Aussie Gwy nne and Bill doing what they will be
Womens side. hopefully be doing regularly...relaxing
and enjoy ing family andfriends!

Special General Meeting

The ATA held a Special General Meeting on An advisory committee will work on how to

June 25, before the farewell function for Bill successfullyimplement the Unitary Model of
Management and how to make sure all see

and Gwynne. : .
and receive the benefits of the changes set to
_ take place.
The SGM was held to vote on the new consti-
tution for Australian Touch and the outcome "The decision to move forward with the new
was a unanimous vote in favour of the new constitution and Unitary Model of Manage-
constitution, with all state delegates raising mentis a fantastic step for Touch in Australia,”

their hands to bring a new direction for Touch A1 A cEO Kevin Thompson said.
and a revolution in management for the sport

itself. For the full story please visit the ATA website.
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Volunteer of the Month...

Touch-e-Talk editors have
received a lot of nomina-
tions for this segment and in
an effort to thank as many
as possible, we would like to
recognise two ‘Volunteers of
the Month’...

Les Croft, a father of four and
Grandfather of three, has not
only been an elite player for
the ACT but is also a highly
respected referee.

Croft first took up Touch in the
late 1970’s after marrying and
having kids, deciding to
change from League to lower
the risk of injury.

He first took to the Touch field
in a team with his work mates
from Telecom. At the time,
each team was required to
have someone qualified as a
ref and being the team dele-
gate, Les put up his hand. Lit-
tle did he know that this small
act would lead to much greater
things!

Now a Level 4 referee he has
refereed at numerous and
tournaments throughout Aus-
tralia, including the 1999 NTL
in Coffs Harbour where he
thoroughly enjoyed being part
of the event.

He also referees for the ACT
domestic competitions includ-
ing Premier and Super
League.

Fantastic with the junior play-
ers, Les always explains rules
to them helping them to under-
stand w hat’s going on.

“He is dependable, reliable

and alw ays the first to put his
hand up to help out,” says
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Gabe Hodges, Development Of-
ficer. “Les is an asset to the jun-
ior players here inthe ACT.”

From his first game back in the
1970s to his first national ap-
pearance as an ACT player in
Perth (1987), Les has played in
numerous over 35s and 40s
teams around the country.

“It's really enjoyable going aw ay
for a week with a team...l enjoy
the camaraderie of team sport,”
said Croft.

Les is still enjoying this camara-
derie, competing in the Masters
Games and playing with his
team the ‘Baby Boomers’.

By Maddie Collignon- ACT
Touch
In 2003 the Newcastle City

Touch Fields were named in
honour of Kerry (Joe) Campbell,
recognising the years of hard
work and dedication he has
given to the sport.

While many of us work betw een
30-40 hours a week, it's esti-
mated that Joe gives that time to
Touch as well, with the work he
does including general admini-
stration, competition manage-
ment, venue maintenance and
referee duties.

President of the Association,
Joe’'s hard work ensures the
competitions run as smoothly as
possible.

He started playing back in the
early 1970's before a badly
smashed nose required surgery
and halted his charge.

He returned as soon as possible
and has played every year since
1974, representing New castle in
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1983 and then Region 5
(Hunter Region) in 1986.

His determination to make the
State side was resolved after
he attended training in Sydney
in 1986 for the Over 40’'s
squad, w here he w as told not to
bother coming back again.

He then blew that comment
away by making the side in
1987, going on to win the Over
40’'s at the Perth Nationals.

Getting older has not halted
Joe’s charge, as he continued
to be involved with representa-
tive Touch, playing and coach-
ing New castle teams until 1999.

Joe has also managed the
Hunter Western Hornets Over
50 Mens side for the past four
years at the NTL, grabbing the
tile in 2003, 2004 and 2005,
with Joe taking an on-field role
as a player as well as an off-
field role as a Manager.

Being a level 3 referee allows
Joe to referee at Senior and
Junior State Cups as well as
Country Championships, w hich
in turn allow s himto keep fit.

“I have met a lot of people
through Touch over the years
and have some
great memories. | have decided
to put a little bit back into the
sport that I've enjoyed for over
30 years.”

“I've retired form work and the
field upkeep and running the
local competition keeps me oc-
cupied when I'm not aw ay fish-
ing"

Les and Joe, on behalf of eve-
ryone involved with Touch, we
thank you for your passion and
dedication to our sport.
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Odds and Ends

A ready reference guide for judiciary matters..from My Club Touch www.myclubtouch.com.au

This ready reference provides information for
all Australian Touch Association Members with

a reference guide on judiciary matters.

Itis intended to be an account of how a Touch
Association might conduct a fair and impartial
judiciary system and provides information on:

e The steps involved in the report, judiciary
and appeals processes.

e The actions required during the judiciary
hearing.

e Procedural issues of the Judiciary hearing.
e Regulations governing the Judiciary Com-
mittee and Appeal Tribunal.

s USTRALIAN
s A

National Technical Panel-
Who are they???

Ever wondered who our
National Technical Panel
are?

Well over the next few edi-
tions we’ll be bringing you
features on the Directors,
members of the Talent
Identification Program,

Referees Panel and more.

As an introduction how-
ever, here are the four di-

e Alistof suggested penalties.

e Schedules to use for reports, Notice of
Hearings and Findings of the Judiciary and Ap-
peal Tribunals.

For more information contact Chris Tarlinton
technical@austouch.com.au or visit the My
Club Touch site.

To download this guide, simply go to
‘Downloads’ on the My Club Touch site, then
‘Data Files’ then the reference guide will ap-

pear on the list of downloads.

Pictures of the month:

Crusaders representative Athanasia Sav-
voudis (from SA) has been selected in the
Womens 30’s for the All Nations 2005.
Photo: Sporting Images

The main field at the Coffs Har-
bour Stadium at the 2005 Seniors
NTL. In atime of drought it’s al-
ways Touch that brings the rain.
Photo: Sporting Images

rectors of the Technical
side of ATA:

e« Cathy Gray. Elite Pro-

grams Director
e Lou Tompkins: Referees

Director

. by them.
e Dennis Coffey. Coach-
Ing Director . Photographs can be purchased
- lan Stanley: National atwww.sportingimages.comau

Sporting Images are the ATA'S
official photographer, shooting
all ATA events and many State
and Regional ewents also. All
photographs appearing online or
in this newsktter are provided

SPORTING IMAGES- PHOT DGRAPHS
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Performance Analyst
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COACHING DRILL:

Roll ball Drill 1 l\/ \/l

PLAYERS: 6 or 9 per grid.

DESCRIPTION: Players stand in groups of three with one x @
player acting as an opponent, the ball-carrier and an acting —

half. N @

The two "attacking’ players altematively roll ball and act as
acting half while the other player acts as a defender and

progressively moves backwards across the grd.

Once the group reaches the other side change positions and repeat the actions.

The object s for the player in possession to either be touched or affect a touch before per-
forming the roll ball. The acting half, once in possession moves around in front of the player

who completed the roll ball and so on. Commence the drill jog, half-pace, full pace etc.

COACHING POINTS:
Players performing the roll ball after a touch. All the teaching factors of the roll ball. Picking
up the ball correctly as the acting half.

EQUIPMENT: One ball per group of three. Grid markers.

REFEREE SIGNAL OF THE MONTH: ATA Merchandise are currently undertaking a
. stock take of all gear, clothing, equipment and
Acting Half Caught other ATAmerchandise.

Both arms are crossed in front of the

body with the arms at chest height, .
foreams vertical with elbows bent and Keep an eye on the ATAwebsite because as soon

fists clenched. (Palms face towards as it's done we’ll be looking to clear out the old
bodly) stock with excellent sales and great discount

prices.
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Local Association of the Month- Parramatta Touch

With the vote to adopt a
new constitution passed
and the focus on now
briniging better service to
all of ATA’'s affiliates, we
thought that Touch-e-Talk
would take the chance to
write about a thriving affili-
ate in Sydney’s
west...Parramatta...

For over thirty years the Par-
ramatta Touch Association in
Sydney's west, has been one
of the leading local affiliates
throughout not just Sydney,
but Australia.

Their list of legends boasts
talented Touchies such as
Mark ‘Bus’ Boland and Mark
Hornery.

The representative scene at
Parramatta has always been
strong with their eary suc-
cess encouraging players, to

improve their own ability.

Parramatta have also played
a large role in developing the
standard and competition in

Women’s Touch Footy.

It is this developing role that
Parramatta Touch now
thrives on.

Parramatta has a very large
junior competition with well
over 90 teams competing in
the summer months.

Parramatta Touch Adminis-
trator, Gary Croft is doing his
best to nurture the sport he
loves at a local level.
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“We firstly encourage them
into loving the sport and en-
joying it at park level while
giving them the opportunity to
represent Parramatta if they
wish at the NSW Junior State

Cup,” said roft.

“My motivation comes from
bringing juniors through,
coaching them into being part
of a team with a good atti-
tude, loyalty and pride to-
wards Parramatta. Motivation
is not always about winning
but giving every player a
sense of achievement,” he
said.

The future of Touch in the
Parramatta district is excel-
lent with thriving com petitions
and growing player numbers.

“The future of Parramatta in
the district is strong and can
be improved by encouraging
our juniors to advance with
pride for this affiliate, playing
in our domestic senior com-
petition and representative
teams,” said Croft.

We congratulate and thank
the people at Parramatta for
their hard work ensuring the
sport of Touch continues to
grow and develop.

Page b

WHO AM 1?2

The answer to last month’s
‘Who Am I’ was: Mick McCalll

Born 7" October 1969
| am one of Australia’s most
successful Womens represen-

tative players.

I have won 8 Sydney Champi-
onships titles and 7 State Cup
titles.

| captained NSW Women's

Open from 1993-1999 and

Australian Women'’s Open
from 1995-1999.

| was the youngest female
Women’s Open player and

NSW flag bearer in 1986.

| am undefeated as an Austra-
lian representative.

The answer can be found on
the ATA Hall of Fame page.

Simply hold your mouse over
‘The ATA on
www.austouch.com.au and
Hall of Fame will come up in
the list of options.

July is a big month for birthdays in the ATA office...

o

Happy Birthday to retired CEO BiIll for the
7th, Office Manager Lyn for the 10th and
National Technical Assistant Chris for the

18th.
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Wayne's inspired by the up and coming talent of Australian juniors

Here is another feature on
one of our All Nations Sen-

ior representatives...

When Wayne Gleeson
marches outin the green and
gold of Australia for the 2005
All Nations Tournament the
thing he’ll be looking forward
to the most is facing up to
the Kiwi's as they confirm
their presence with the Haka.

“I reckon [Ill have goose
bumps like golf balls,” said
Gleeson.

Representing his country will
be one of Wayne’s proudest
moments, in both his Touch
career and in his life.

“I'm stoked to play Touch for
my country, not many people
get a chance to pull on the
green and gold,” said
Wayne.

Wayne comes from the mid
north coast of NSW, where
Touch is a thriving. He has
been lucky enough to play
such major toumaments as
the NSW State Cup and NTL
on his home turf.

“State Cup is my favorite
tournament, playing in front
of my home town. It would be
enomous if we won it. If the
Northern Eagles were more
competitive, NTL would be
the ultimate test” said

Wayne.
Wayne is not only involved in

playing Touch in his region,
but also the administration
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side. He has been on the
Port Macquarie Touch Asso-
ciation committee since 2002
and part of the Northern Ea-
gles committee for 2005.

He enjoys being a leader on
the field, both coaching and
captaining the Port Mac-
quarie Mixed side since 2001
and the Northern Eagles in
2004 and 2005.

Wayne is inspired by the
young up and coming Touch
talent on display and is confi-
dent that Touch in Australia
is safe in the hands of these

players.

“The future of Touch in Aus-
tralia is enomous. Kids
these days are playing like
200-game \veterans. There
are plenty of good kids com-
ing through, smart people in
the right places will see
Touch continue to thrive and
grow to its greatest potential,
regardless of the opposing
sports,” Wayne said.

SPONSORSHIP:

With the cost of attending a
tour such as the All Nations
high, many players are seek-
ing sponsorship form their
local community and busi-
nesses.

The Sovereign Hills develop-
ment team is sponsoring
Wayne Gleeson for the
event.

Funds for the sponsorship
have been donated by the
Sovereign Hills land develop-
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ment, set to become a vi-
brant new community to the

west of Port Macquarie.

“Our focus with Sovereign
Hills has been about creating
the ultimate in lifestyle for
locals — and also about cre-
ating the best environment
for living, working and play-
ing four our future residents.
We are big advocates of
competitive sport and our
support of Wayne in this in-
ternational arena ties in with
this”, said Mr Robert Yandell,
Director of The Lewis Land

Group.

“We are proud to be active in
supporting Port Macquare’s
local sporting talent,” he said.

State-of-the art sporting and
recreational facilites are
planned to be a key feature
within the Sovereign Hills de-
velopment.

For further information about
Sovereign Hills visit
www.sovereignhills.com.au

Picture
courtesy
of:

Sporting
Images

“lreckon I'll have goose
bum ps like golf balls,” said
Gleeson at the prospect of

facing the Kiwi's Haka.
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Fishers thrilled to play for Oz

Here is another feature on
two of our All Nations repre-
sentatives for the tourna-
ment in October 2005...

For Mary-Anne and Lawrence
Fisher, representing Australia
means as much to them as
when they represented their
home country of New Zealand.

Having moved to Australia only
last year, Mary-Anne and Law-
rence were thrilled to be se-
lected for Australia so quickly.

“I think it's a great privilege to
play for any country, but to play
for Australia is the ultimate
goal,” said Mary-Anne.

Mary-Anne is the only Queen-
sland representative in the
Women’s over 30’s side to play
atthe All Nations tournamentin
October, whose players are
mainly from NSW.

Lawrence is competing in the
Mixed over 30’s and is excited
about playing alongside the
best players in the world.

“I's a bit overwhelming be-
cause Australia is the word
champion team,” said Law-
rence.

They have both played exten-
sive representative Touch with
Mary-Anne representing New
Zealand in Women’'s Open and
Mixed Open sides between
1994 and 2003. She was a part
of the 1995 and 2003 World

Cups in Hawaii and Japan.

Lawrence also represented
New Zealand in the mixed open
team in 1995 as well as repre-
senting the North Harbour,

Auckland and Counties regions.

The couple are not worried
about playing against their for-
mer Kiwi teammates.

“We’ll be playing against our old
friends, and | can see them
looking towards us as traitors,
but we don't really care actu-
ally-we’re just proud to be rep-
resenting Australia,” jokes Law-
rence.

Page 8
UPCOMING EVENTS

e July 15: Round 1 of
NSWTA Vawdon Cup

e July 25: ACT Winter
Junior Competition
kicks off

« July 30: Vic Touch
Level 2 Referees
Course, Melboume

e August 5-7: QTA
Level 2 Coaching
Course, Brisbane

e September 3-4: Victo-
ria vs SABorder Chal-
lenge, Mildura

e September 7-10: ATA
18 Years National
Championships, Coffs
Harbour

e September 18-23:
School Sport Australia
15 Years Champion-
ships, Darwin

« September 25-
October 1: Australian
Uni Games, Brisbane

USTRALIAN
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Australian Touch
Association
18 Napier Close
PO Box 9078

Phone: (02) 6285 2703
Fax: (02) 6285 2820
Email:
ata_newsletter@hotmail.com
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